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A survivor of civil war translates her 
experience into a career serving those in need. 

Fadumo grew up in Somalia with her mother and five siblings 

during the Somali Civil War. One day in 1991, 8-year old Fadumo 

and her younger sister set off to find clean water for their family. 

While walking, they heard gunfire and ran into an abandoned house 

to escape it. There, Fadumo heard the whistling of an incoming 

bomb before it hit. Fadumo lost her sister and sustained injuries to 

her leg that led to its amputation.  

In 1996, her family sought refuge from the war and set out for Kenya 

on foot. That same year, they gained refugee status and immigrated 

to Seattle. In Seattle, doctors and care teams treated infections 

related to Fadumo's amputation. She received a prosthetic leg and 

regained her ability to walk on her own. The medical staff's 

compassion and support sparked Fadumo's interest in the 

healthcare field. 

In 2000, Fadumo graduated high school and started classes at a 

community college. She made the hard decision to leave school to 

take a job in home care, which provided training and led to a Home 

Care Aide license. She worked as a caregiver for about 8 years. 

During this time, she married and had 2 sons. 

After the birth of her second son, Fadumo felt motivated to return 

to school. Fadumo started classes at Seattle Central College. She 

hoped to start the respiratory therapy program (RT) after finishing 

her prerequisite classes.

As Fadumo neared completion of her prerequisites, she experienced 

financial strain. She was concerned she might not be

able to continue her classes. A college advisor told Fadumo about 

the Health Workforce for the Future (HWF) program. In April 2017, 

Fadumo enrolled in HWF and was accepted into Seattle Central's RT 

program. Fadumo completed her prerequisites and started the 

respiratory therapy program.

During the last eight quarters of her RT training, Fadumo became 

ineligible for Basic Food, Employment and Training (BFET) funding. 

Financial Aid and the HWF program helped her continue, covering 

the cost of school tuition and fees along with vouchers for books, 

transportation, and supplies. The HWF program also assisted with 

license exam preparation. 

Fadumo attributes her drive to complete her degree to her family 

and her personal journey to regain the use of her leg. Her education 

and the ability to make a better life for her family are important to 

Fadumo. She says they are her way of remembering those who 

passed during the Somali Civil War and to honor the wounded. 

Fadumo graduated with her Bachelor's in 
Respiratory Care in June 2019 and is 
working as a respiratory therapist. Fadumo 
plans to continue her education. She hopes 
to attend the University of Washington one 
day and earn a Master's in Prosthetics & 
Orthotics.

This success story was self-identified by the grantee and information contained in this document was provided by the grantee. 

https://www.acf.hhs.gov/ofa/programs/hpog
http://www.seakingwdc.org/hwf-project

	A language barrier couldn’t stop her desire to pursue a career in healthcare.



Accessibility Report



		Filename: 

		HPOG Success Story-Fadumo at Seattle-King.pdf






		Report created by: 

		Samantha Collins


		Organization: 

		





 [Personal and organization information from the Preferences > Identity dialog.]


Summary


The checker found no problems in this document.



		Needs manual check: 2


		Passed manually: 0


		Failed manually: 0


		Skipped: 2


		Passed: 28


		Failed: 0





Detailed Report



		Document




		Rule Name		Status		Description


		Accessibility permission flag		Passed		Accessibility permission flag must be set


		Image-only PDF		Passed		Document is not image-only PDF


		Tagged PDF		Passed		Document is tagged PDF


		Logical Reading Order		Needs manual check		Document structure provides a logical reading order


		Primary language		Passed		Text language is specified


		Title		Passed		Document title is showing in title bar


		Bookmarks		Passed		Bookmarks are present in large documents


		Color contrast		Needs manual check		Document has appropriate color contrast


		Page Content




		Rule Name		Status		Description


		Tagged content		Passed		All page content is tagged


		Tagged annotations		Skipped		All annotations are tagged


		Tab order		Passed		Tab order is consistent with structure order


		Character encoding		Passed		Reliable character encoding is provided


		Tagged multimedia		Passed		All multimedia objects are tagged


		Screen flicker		Passed		Page will not cause screen flicker


		Scripts		Passed		No inaccessible scripts


		Timed responses		Passed		Page does not require timed responses


		Navigation links		Passed		Navigation links are not repetitive


		Forms




		Rule Name		Status		Description


		Tagged form fields		Passed		All form fields are tagged


		Field descriptions		Passed		All form fields have description


		Alternate Text




		Rule Name		Status		Description


		Figures alternate text		Passed		Figures require alternate text


		Nested alternate text		Passed		Alternate text that will never be read


		Associated with content		Passed		Alternate text must be associated with some content


		Hides annotation		Passed		Alternate text should not hide annotation


		Other elements alternate text		Passed		Other elements that require alternate text


		Tables




		Rule Name		Status		Description


		Rows		Passed		TR must be a child of Table, THead, TBody, or TFoot


		TH and TD		Passed		TH and TD must be children of TR


		Headers		Passed		Tables should have headers


		Regularity		Passed		Tables must contain the same number of columns in each row and rows in each column


		Summary		Skipped		Tables must have a summary


		Lists




		Rule Name		Status		Description


		List items		Passed		LI must be a child of L


		Lbl and LBody		Passed		Lbl and LBody must be children of LI


		Headings




		Rule Name		Status		Description


		Appropriate nesting		Passed		Appropriate nesting







Back to Top


